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Accommodation.....

....finding it and some traps to avoid



What are you looking for?

University of

» Student apartment
» Residential college
 Student hostel

* House

* Townhouse / Unit
* Home-stay

Not sure? Check typical features



http://www.unisa.edu.au/accommodation/Files and photos/Student Accommodation styles - logo2.pdf

Considerations

University of
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Distance - check maps

* Travel time to campus

* Near to shops, public transport, etc.
Cost

 Inner city more expensive

* Transport costs to suburbs
Lifestyle

» Share-house: cheaper, company

* Privacy, peace and quiet
Safety

» Close to public transport

Make a list of your requirements


http://www.unisa.edu.au/accommodation/maps.asp
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Finding accommodation

e unisa.edu.au/accommodation

o Rental Database
o Student accommodation (colleges, hostels, apartments)
o Non-profit housing

 Noticeboards

* Real estate agents: realestateview.com.au
Application forms, references, letter from Uni



http://www.unisa.edu.au/accommodation
http://unisanet-apppro.levels.unisa.edu.au/rental/accommodation/default.aspx
http://www.unisa.edu.au/accommodation/studentaccomm/default.asp
http://www.unisa.edu.au/accommodation/studentaccomm/nonprofit.asp
http://www.unisa.edu.au/accommodation/studentaccomm/nonprofit.asp
http://www.unisa.edu.au/accommodation/studentaccomm/nonprofit.asp
http://realestateview.com.au/

FiInding accommodation
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The Advertiser

Saturday & Wednesday classified advertisements
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http://www.unisa.edu.au/accommodation/Files and photos/Abbreviations.pdf

Visiting properties

> Inspect carefully
> Ask questions
> Take your time

> Use the Rental Property Checklist

> Take a friend for a second opinion

> Record your impressions


http://www.unisa.edu.au/accommodation/Files and photos/Checklist 2010.pdf
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Weekly rent (approximately)
« 1 bedroom unit $150 - $200
« 2-3 bedroom unit $150 - $350
furnished and inner-city more expensive

Water - maybe included (check the lease)

+ Gas, electricity, telephone, internet



Saving money

Winter
e select efficient heaters
« warm clothes & bedding

Summer
* close windows & blinds during heat-waves

Electric hot water systems — off-peak tariff

Switch off appliances, If not essential



Saving money

Consider buying secondhand

... but choose carefully
v furniture
v household goods
v clothing

Garage sales — on weekends

Use the Yellow pages search

eg. Secondhand furniture + Adelaide Metro SA



http://www.yellowpages.com.au/

Fire Safety & Insurance
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Prevent a fire in your home. Beware of ...
« Faulty appliances & overloaded systems

* Cooking left unattended

« Overcrowding

 Smoking & candles
v' Key in dead-locked doors

v" Smoke alarms
v' Evacuation plan

Home contents insurance > Yellow Pages



http://www.mfs.sa.gov.au/site/community_safety.jsp
http://www.yellowpages.com.au/search/postSearchEntry.do?clueType=0&clue=contents+insurance&locationClue=Adelaide%2C+South+Australia&x=55&y=22

Important terms
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Security bond
* 4 — 6 weeks rent (Residential tenancy)
« 2 weeks rent (Rooming house)

Rent in advance
« 2 weeks (Residential tenancy)
* 1 week (Rooming house)

Lease / Tenancy agreement
* Fixed Term (usually 6 or 12 months)
* Periodic (start date only)



What is a Rooming House?
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Rooms available for at least 3 people
+ shared kitchen, bathroom, etc.

+ l[andlord right of entry to common areas

> Student hostels normally come under this
category



Rooming houses
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* Security bond — 2 weeks rent

* Advance rent — 1st week

* Display rooming house regulations
* Display house rules

* Proprietor must notify the resident of charges
for:

o Electricity

o Gas

o Telephone

o Meals

o Other facilities



Residential Tenancy
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Security bond — equal to 4 or 6 weeks rent

Advance rent — first 2 weeks

Information brochure

Inspection sheets



http://www.ocba.sa.gov.au/assets/files/inspect_sheet.pdf

Documents

Store all documents safely

v’ Lease / agreements (legally binding)
v Receipts

v" Inspection sheets

v" Information Brochure

v" Any correspondence



What Is sub-letting?
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A person renting a property (head-tenant)
rents a room of that property to another
person (sub-tenant)

> Landlord’s permission is required!

> Landlord responsibilities apply to
head-tenant



wno  Landlord’s responsibility

th Australia

v’ Clean & reasonable state
v’ Security
v' Repairs and maintenance

v' Peace and privacy



Landlord’s right of entry
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* To collect rent (at agreed times)
 Inspection (7 — 14 days notice)

« Repairs & maintenance (48 hours written notice)

« Last 28 days of tenancy
...at a reasonable hour

Emergency



... Your responsibilities

» Check condition of the premises with
landlord and record on inspection sheets

* Pay rent on time
» Keep premises clean & tidy

» Pay for damages
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Your responsibilities

* No illegal activities
* Respect peace & privacy of others
* Normally no pets allowed

* Leave premises in clean & good condition

¢ professional cleaning not required when leaving
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Sharing accommodation

Co-tenancy: all names on the lease
« adequate arrangements for payments
* negotiate bond refund at end of tenancy

e Tenancies Branch cannot assist with co-
tenant disputes

Sub-letting: individual lease
* head-tenant becomes landlord
e Tenancies Branch can assist with disputes



Sharehouse basics
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Before making a decision, openly discuss
ISssues such as
« compatibility (work habits, music, socialising)
« expenses (rent, utilities, shopping)
 lease & bond arrangements
 other issues (eg.cultural differences)

Use the Sharehouse Toolkit



Sharehouse Toolkit.pdf
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What Is a boarder / lodger?

Living In a property
o with the owner & paying rent
o there are no more than 2 people renting rooms

...... makes you a boarder or lodger

There are no tenancy laws to cover this
situation .... but it is wise to put your
arrangements in writing.



http://www.unisa.edu.au/accommodation/Files and photos/Occupancy arrangement.pdf

Disputes
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First try to resolve it with the other party.

Help and advice:

UniSA Accommodation Services
8302 0877

Y1-43, Yungondi Building
accommodation@unisa.edu.au
unisa.edu.au/accommodation

Tenancies Branch

8204 9544

Level 1, 91-97 Grenfell Street, Adelaide
ocba.sa.gov.au/tenancies



mailto:accommodation@unisa.edu.au
http://www.unisa.edu.au/accommodation
http://www.ocba.sa.gov.au/tenancies/index.html

What next?
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List your requirements

Research long-term housing options

Visit & inspect carefully — take your time
Understand the lease

Get receipts - always

Complete the inspection sheet thoroughly

Keep copies of all documents

© N o o bk~ W bDhoE

Enjoy your stay!



