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My name is Michael Nelson and I’m studying the Graduate Diploma of Arts Management.

Why did you choose to study at UniSA?
I chose to study at UniSA because there really is only one or two places in the world that will offer the kind of course that I needed to do to progress myself professionally in what I have chosen to do which is work in the Arts.

What is the best thing about your program of study?
The best thing about my program of study is the flexibility that it offers. I work full-time and I’ve got a couple of young children, and so being able to study online, when it suits me, being able to access the resources when I’m able to and when I can, it means that I’m able to study rather than having to work part-time and study part-time or not study at all.  

What do you like about UniSA?
What I like about UniSA is that there’s an incredibly professional culture that the University seems to sponsor with its students and with its staff and with its guest lecturers. It really makes the transition between working and studying very, very easy as opposed to some other universities.

Describe your typical Uni day.
A typical University day for me: I get up, go to work, come home, cook dinner, put the children to bed and then at about nine o’clock turn the computer on, see what course work my other students have posted, reflect on that and start doing my own work, and I’ll usually work until midnight.

Tell us about your major project.
The major project that I finished my Grad Dip with was an analysis of the Festival Centre, which is where I used to work.  Looking at what’s happened to the Festival Centre since they appointed new CEO Artistic Director and the model they have chosen to follow and to look at that over the course of three or four years and so, all the things that I have learnt through my Grad Dip; accounting, marketing, finances, looking at the environment of the Arts, they’ve all helped me in creating what I hope will be a really successful paper to finish my Grad Dip with.

What are the teaching staff like at UniSA?
One of the things that I liked about the University of South Australia staff and resources is they go to an enormous amount of effort to make students able to work. Often one of the hardest things at conventional Universities is getting to the Library when it’s open or finding the staff when they’re available. With studying externally, I was able to access all the resources I needed online, being able to access the staff that I needed to online and the quality of the staff and the quality of the guest lecturers that come in here are universally high.        


What are the facilities like at UniSA?
I found the facilities, when I needed them to come in on campus, excellent. I’ve always enjoyed coming in and talking to my supervisors face to face and I’ve found everything I’ve need to easy to hand, and as an external student the online resources that the University of South Australia provides are second to none. Being able to log in, talk to my fellow students, talk to my lecturers, being able to read the work that’s been put up, being able to put up my own work whenever I finish it, it’s absolutely fantastic; it’s second to none.    


What advice would you give someone wanting to do postgraduate study?
I think one of the most important things to remember about post grad studies is that you do step it up a level. Undergraduate studies is fun but I think when your starting to look at postgraduate work you need to be a little more professional about what you do, work a little bit harder, and prepare. Prepare a lot earlier. When I was an undergraduate, I’d often, almost always leave things to the last minute and as a post grad you really need to start seriously preparing all your work a couple of weeks before you used to be able to do it as an undergraduate.    

What are your plans after graduating?
Once I graduate I’d like to pursue further study. I’m now working in a new field, and I’m looking at taking on further study as either a Chartered Accountant or come back and do the Masters in Business Administration through UniSA.       

What is the best thing about being a UniSA student?
The best thing about being a UniSA student is being able to do what I want to do, spend time with the family, go to work and what I feel like I should do which is study. I can work and study and be able to balance the two perfectly easily, it’s terrific.  
 


 
