Matthew (Practicum participant): My name is Matthew.

Shin Hong (Practicum participant): And I am Shin Hong. We are from Taylor's University College in Malaysia, now studying at UniSA.

Matthew: Together we are undertaking an internship-style marketing practicum with an Adelaide-based pre-clinical pharmaceutical testing company.

Shin Hong: During this semester-long project we will work two days per week carrying out research, preparing marketing communication plans which the company can use to enter the United States market. So, we are currently working with our supervisor at the company to gain more knowledge about the industry and to develop our research strategy

Matthew: By working with the company we also gain a sense of maturity and learn to effectively communicate in the workplace.

Shin Hong: This experience will give us enormous confidence and a competitive edge when we graduate and look for jobs.

Dr Karen Nelson Field (Practicum Coordinator): At the point of this course students are at the final year of their marketing degree. And, whilst they’ve learned many elements of marketing from a theoretical perspective, what this course does is it actually turns that theory into practice.

Each week students come along to a series of workshops and seminars where I recap some of their existing knowledge that they’ve leaned including research, buyer and consumer behaviour, advertising. Students also learn about how to speak publicly so that they have a lot more confidence when they go into market.

What you’d find typically when you leave university is that when you’re asked in an interview ‘Do you have any experience?’ often you could say ‘none’. But what this course will do is when you go to an interview you can say ‘yes, I have had experience in the real world and here is my marketing plan’.

This program is highly regarded in industry and we’ve had over 350 industry partners over the last 20 years of the program. It’s also great to see the confidence level of the students grow over the 15 weeks. Typically students walk straight into jobs from this program

