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Hi my name is Neil Zwaans and I’m a final year student in the Property program in the Bachelor of Business.

What is the best thing about your program of study?
 What I like about it is that it’s very property specific and it’s very practical, it has a good blend of the practical skills you need to learn to work in any of the branches in the property industry. But it also has the theoretical background to back that up so I think it’s a good mix and it really, in my opinion, sets you up well for a career in the property industry. 

Describe a typical Uni day.
Well a typical uni day, well today is my busiest day at uni, I come in early to avoid the traffic, buy my cup of coffee, either review some notes if its relevant or otherwise I read the paper in the library, start my first lecture at 9 o’clock and then it goes straight into tutorial after that, second lecture and then there is a short break, and then there’s the third lecture, so it’s quite a heavy day, but overall the contact hours aren’t all that many so its not that onerous. 

What is the best thing about being a UniSA student?
Well the best thing about being a UniSA student I guess is that you get to hang out with a lot of cool people I guess, you know, I’m of course quite a bit older than most of the students although there are many other mature aged students as well, but its quite good fun to hang out with young people for someone like me. 

What are the teaching staff like at UniSA?
Well the teaching staff is usually very helpful, of course you don’t necessarily always like every lecturer or tutor that you get, but I guess that would be the same at any university. But certainly they try and do their very best to help you, they’re usually accessible; they have times that you can go and see them in their office. All the courses that I’ve had generally have discussion boards so you can post questions and the lecturer or course coordinator will generally handle those fairly promptly to help you along, so overall it has been a pretty good experience. 

What are the facilities like at UniSA?
Well the facilities are very good, I like this City West campus a lot, it’s nice and new and especially the new buildings are very nice, library is good, it’s got very substantial computer pools. I think the whole IT environment at the uni is very good, I have no complaints about the facilities at all. 

What are your plans after graduating?
I have a job lined up, I started work experience in January and luckily that firm hired me so when I graduate I can start working there full time as a Graduate Property Valuer which is what I wanted to achieve so that has worked out great for me.

What piece of advice would you give a mature age person interested in studying?
If you are mature and are interested in perhaps studying to enter into some sort of new career, I think don’t be scared, just go for it, I mean you can do it, its not as hard as it looks, and even though its daunting at first, and yeah the start is a little awkward perhaps, but you’ll find you will manage it. I have found the whole process very affirming, very empowering and its great fun to study and hand in your work and get reasonably good results and see that you can make it and then be able to start a whole new chapter in your life. 

