School of Education FAQ

Q: Where do I do my First Aid (Basic Emergency Life Support)?
Q: Where and when do I do Mandatory Notification Training (MNT)?
Q: What do I do if I want to take some time off from my course?
Q: Can I take time off during semester?
Q: I am going overseas or interstate next year and would like to study at their local university. Can I do a course through that institution?
Q: I have previously done part of another course before I started studying education. Can I get credit for these courses?
Q: I am finding Full Time study almost impossible, can I go to Part Time?
Q: I need an extension on my assignment. What do I Do, who do I contact?
Q: I am studying at Mawson Lakes, Can I enrol in a core course at Magill if it is offered there? 

OR

I am Studying at Magill, can I enrol in a core course at Mawson Lakes if it is offered there?

Q: I am graduating this year, what normally happens?
Q: I have lost my student badge – where can I get another one?
Q: I have to choose a General Study or Elective what subjects can I do?
Q:  Who can I talk to about gaining employment in the country when I have completed my degree? 

Q: Where do I do my First Aid (Basic Emergency Life Support)?

A: Your First Aid Certificate Basic Emergency Life Support (different to basic first aid course), can be done through St Johns or Red Cross or DECS (Department of Education and Children’s Services) by looking at the available dates on their website: http://www.decs.sa.gov.au/speced/pages/default/Health_Training/ 
There is a brochure on the DECS site that gives more information about the First Aid Basic Emergency Life Support.

We recommend that students do the first aid basic emergency life support course in First Year – preferably before you commence PAR 1.

You must have completed a First aid Basic Emergency Life Support course (or Senior First Aid certificate)  to be eligible for employment as a teacher.

Q: Where and when do I do Mandatory Notification Training (MNT)?

A: Mandatory Notification Training can be done for free with the Australian Education Union if you become a member. A fee of around $11 is charged for becoming a member. Non AEU members will be charged $99 for the training. 

More information can be found on the AEU website: 

http://www.aeusa.asn.au/training/mnt.htm
MNT can also be undertaken through DECS or a school that you may have employment with, as long as your certificate is Children, Youth and Family Services (CYFS) accredited.

We recommend that MNT is also undertaken in First Year before PAR 1 practicum placements begin.

For Early Childhood Students Mandatory Notification Training is COMPULSORY 

Q: What do I do if I want to take some time off from my course?

A: If you feel that you need to take some leave from your studies, whether it be personal reasons or for travel, you can take a Leave of Absence for a Maximum of 12 months (some exceptions do apply) with the approval of your Program Director. 

If you take longer than your approved time i.e. 12 months, you will FORFEIT YOUR PLACE IN THE PROGRAM and risk having to apply through SATAC for re-entry into the program (by which entry is not guaranteed).

Leave forms can be found at this address: http://www.unisa.edu.au/studysas/forms/default.asp
(scroll down to Leave of Absence from Program link)

Or a hard copy can be picked up from any Campus Central. 

Q: Can I take time off during semester?

A: We strongly discourage students taking short periods of time from their course eg- three – four weeks. Most courses have attendance requirements and you risk failing a subject by not attending. This must be discussed with your tutor or course coordinator.

Q: I am going overseas or interstate next year and would like to study at their local university. Can I do a course through that institution?

A: Yes, however you must first be accepted into that institution’s program. Contact the UniSA Student Exchange program or International office for more information. 

Once you have some further information about the program you are interested in, and have contacted the above UniSA departments contact your Program Director for advice and approval. You can only do courses which are closely linked to the courses that you would have been doing if you were still studying at UniSA. You MUST talk to your program director before enrolling in any courses held at another university.

Q: I have previously done part of another course before I started studying education. Can I get credit for these courses?

A: In most cases yes, if you have previously studied at a university level you may be eligible for credit for general courses such as electives or general studies. 

You will need to fill out an application for credit form if you have studied previously at another institution eg Flinders or Adelaide or interstate.

If you have studied a different program at UniSA you will need to fill out an Course Substitution for Academic Advisement Form.

These forms need the approval of your Program Director so bring all relevant evidence with you to the appointment and they will decide if you can be given credit for your previous study.

This may also apply for RPL (Recognition of prior Learning) where you will need to supply evidence to support your claim.

Once you have been given credit you should notice the extra subjects appear in your My ‘UniSA’ Academic Advice.

Q: I am finding Full Time study almost impossible, can I go Part Time?

A: Yes any student can switch from full time to part time study. 

Please be aware that you MUST let Centrelink know that you are no longer a full time student as this will affect any payments you may receive. It is not the responsibility of the school to notify Centrelink of any changes to a students study pattern.

Please contact your Program Administrator or Program Director for further information.

In MOST cases the student should work out a suitable Part Time pattern before they speak or meet with a Program Director – these patterns can then be approved or amended by the Program Director if need be.

PLEASE DO NOT LEAVE SWITCHING TO PART TIME TO THE LAST MINUTE. You can decide to go part time after starting a study period, however if you withdraw from a subject after the census date you will be charged HECS Fees. 

Q: I need an extension on my assignment. What do I do, who do I contact?

A: You will need to get permission from your tutor to get an extension on an assignment. Do not leave this to the last minute or assume it will be automatically granted. Medical evidence must be attached. An extension form can be found on the School of Education Website: http://www.unisa.edu.au/eds/for_students.asp 

Q: I am studying at Mawson Lakes, Can I enrol in a core course at Magill if it is offered there? 

OR

I am Studying at Magill, can I enrol in a core course at Mawson Lakes if it is offered there?

A: No, you must study courses at the campus where your Program is located. You MUST enrol in core courses (courses other than electives or general studies) at that campus unless you have specific permission to do so by your Program Director. General study courses can be offered at other campuses and this is permissible.

Q: I am graduating this year, what normally happens?

A: Once you become eligible to graduate you should receive further information about your ceremony through your student email address. You will be required to log into the Graduations database and inform the university if you will be attending the ceremony and you will also be informed of any costs that may be involved.

For further information, or if you do not receive an email about graduation ceremonies, please contact Campus Central. 

Q: I have lost my student badge – where can I get another one?

A: You will have to pay for a replacement badge. You can pay the $10 at campus central; they will give you a receipt. 

If you are a Mawson Lakes student you can then place the receipt into the envelope provided at the practicum office. You will receive an e-mail when your badge is available for collection.

If you are a Magill Student please place your receipt in the assignment box marked ‘name badges’ located in the DeLissa receiption area. Students will also be e-mailed when the badges arrive and details of collection will be provided.

Q: I have to choose a General Study or Elective what subjects can I do?

A: In most programs the General Studies and Electives can be chosen from ANY area within the University of South Australia. These courses can be taken at any campus. 

Students will have to keep in mind the pre-requisites of these courses and how many courses in a particular area their program requires, please contact your Program Administrator or program documentation if you are not sure of your program requirements.

For more information about individual Programs and courses run throughout the university please see:

http://www.unisanet.unisa.edu.au/MajorMinor/DisplayMajor.asp 
