
Experience. The Difference.

YES, I want to support the 
Gavin Wanganeen Indigenous 
Scholarship Appeal

PATRICIA WARIA-READ (Inaugural Scholarship Recipient, 2005; Graduated 2009)

Following her graduation from a Bachelor of Education (Adult, Vocational and Workplace 
Learning), Patricia Waria-Read welcomed the opportunity to work as a Case Planner for 
the Aboriginal Prisoners and Offenders Support Service. “I go where my people need me.  
I wanted this job because I knew it was where, as an elder, I could help my people  
the most.” 

In this role she helps support Aboriginal prisoners and offenders following their release 
from incarceration. “We look at individual clients, explore their goals and objectives, 
then decide what services we can put in place to achieve these goals. We continue to 
work with the clients until their needs are met.” Patricia helps clients to become part of 
their community again, make their own decisions, and avoid old habits. Patricia sees her 
work as both a teaching and leadership role, drawing on all the skills she learnt from her 
Bachelor of Education.  

 “It may not be a teaching position as such, but teaching in some respects is about 
leadership and how you step up to a leadership role. When we talk about being a  
teacher, it doesn’t just mean being in a classroom. Everything you learn at uni actually 
helps you and gives you the skills to work in the community, no matter what area you’re 
working in.” 

Through her job, Patricia has been nominated as a community member of the Nanga 
Courts in Port Adelaide. In this role she talks to young Aboriginal people who appear 
before the Magistrate, encouraging them to look at the problems they’ve had and to 
consider what support they need to change their lives. “As elders, we’re always trying  
to connect with our younger people who are having problems and help them.” Patricia 
is also a member of the State and National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Women’s 
Gathering Group, helping to bring Aboriginal Women’s issues of safety, economics and 
wellbeing to policy makers at a local, national and international level. 

 

NATHAN AGIUS (Scholarship Recipient, 2006; Graduated 2010)

Following his graduation from a Bachelor of Arts (Australian Studies)/Bachelor of 
Education (Middle and Secondary), Nathan Agius has gained a position at the John 
Pirie Secondary School in Port Pirie. He is the Aboriginal Education Teacher, where he is 
responsible for ensuring that Aboriginal perspectives are included in the curriculum.  
“I’m very passionate about what I do. I’m just loving it. I like to think I’ve effected some 
change on a couple of fronts already but at this point, I’m still developing rapport,  
earning respect and proving that I’m here for the long haul.”  

Nathan also teaches Year 9 Physical Education, Year 10 Outdoor Education, and is involved 
with the South Australian Aboriginal Sports Training Academy, teaching Indigenous 
students. “I’m now in a position to accomplish what I set out to do, which is to be an 
agent of change – to encourage more Indigenous Australians to participate in secondary 
and tertiary education and make it less of a foreign idea.”  

Nathan also enjoys the opportunity to engage with parents. “The real factor for me is 
building a relationship with the families and encouraging the older people to get involved.  
We can do all we can at school but it is at home where the support is really important.”

Nathan has recently been appointed a member of the SA Department of Education and 
Children’s Services Chief Executive Aboriginal Teachers and Leaders Advisory Board.  
“Being a part of this group is a great experience for me. Without the confidence I gained 
from my Scholarship, I would not have considered even applying for the Board. The Gavin 
Wanganeen Scholarship has helped me enormously. It has given me the confidence to fit 
in and know that I do belong.”

At UniSA we believe it is important for more Indigenous Australians to have the opportunity to 
experience higher education.  We established the Gavin Wanganeen Indigenous Scholarship, the first 
of its kind in Australia, to help financially and educationally disadvantaged Indigenous Australians do 
just that.  But we need your help to ensure the scholarship continues into the future; to ensure it keeps 
changing the lives of promising individuals and in turn, transforming our community.

We are all aware of the striking inequalities between non-Indigenous and Indigenous Australians. These disparities 
were brought to our attention quite vividly through the recent GenerationOne ad campaign(1). You may 
remember some of the statistics…

“I want to finish High School…”  
76% of non-Indigenous vs 31% of Indigenous Australians will achieve this

“I want to get a University Degree…” 
18% of non-Indigenous vs 3% of Indigenous Australians will achieve this

“I want to live past 65…” 
74% of non-Indigenous vs 25% of Indigenous Australians will live past 65

At UniSA, we know that improving someone’s educational outcomes is a fundamental stepping stone to 
improving their chances of rewarding and stable employment, of ensuring they have a good income, and of 
enjoying better health and a longer life. If we are serious about true equality between non-Indigenous and 
Indigenous Australians, we believe we need to continue to invest in education opportunities.

We also know, and the Bradley Review of Australian Higher Education confirmed, that the most significant 
barrier to Indigenous Australians gaining a higher education is “no awareness of the long-term benefits of higher 
education and, thus, no aspiration to participate”(2).  If they do have aspirations, often financial constraints 
present the next insurmountable barrier.

Since 2005, UniSA’s Gavin Wanganeen Indigenous Scholarship has provided significant financial support to 
aspirational Indigenous Australians, enabling them to change their lives through higher education. But the effects 
of their education extend well beyond the individual. Many scholarship recipients return to their communities, 
often in teaching or leadership positions, and become role models for future generations providing living proof of 
the benefits of education. The seeds of aspiration are planted, watered and, over time, will grow.  

You can make a difference.

If you are passionate about equality and education, like we are, donating to the Gavin Wanganeen Indigenous 
Scholarship is a step you can take that will not only change someone’s life but also the future of their community. 
So please make a tax deductible gift to the Gavin Wanganeen Indigenous Scholarship today.

Yours sincerely,

Professor Joanne Wright 
Deputy Vice Chancellor and Vice President: Academic

1 see: www.generationone.org.au 
2 Review of Australian Higher Education: Final Report, page 27

Graduates building aspirations and changing lives….
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Your gift of $2 or more is tax-deductible. Be assured your details remain 
Confidential as we do not supply information to any other organisation. 
Should you wish to be removed from our mailing list please contact us 
on 8302 0974 or 8302 0964 during office hours.

Thank you for your generosity. A receipt will be sent to you shortly.

My Details:

Dear Friend,

Title:	 First Name:

Surname:

Address:

Suburb:	 Postcode:

Email:

Please accept my tax deductible gift of:
	 $500

  $250

  $100

  OR my choice $

AND/OR (please circle)

	 I would like to donate $  monthly from my 
credit card until I advise otherwise

	 I would like my gift to remain anonymous

UniSA ensures that 100% of your donation goes to the cause it was 
intended for and is not used to cover administration costs.

Please contact me:
	 I would like to include the University of South Australia  

in my Will

	 I have included the University of South Australia in my Will

Gift payment details:
	 My cheque is enclosed (cheques to be made  

payable to University of South Australia (Foundation))

Please debit my        Mastercard        Visa

Card Number          /          /          /        

Expiry Date      /    

Cardholder’s name

Signature


