
Dear <Salutation>

Do you sometimes get frustrated or upset when you hear media reports about the difficulties faced by Indigenous 
communities in Australia?  Do you wish there was something you could do to improve the lives of Indigenous Australians, to 
help support positive Indigenous role models and leaders for the community? Well.....there is something you can do. 

UniSA was the first University in Australia to write a commitment to the education of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders into 
its charter and the UniSA Gavin Wanganeen Indigenous Scholarship, established in 2005, was the first of its kind in Australia.  
The scholarship is designed to support financially or educationally disadvantaged Indigenous Australians enrolled in a UniSA 
degree who have a strong will to succeed and are active in their community.  In fact, it is specifically designed to support and 
encourage students who are already on the path to becoming role models or leaders in the community.  To date we have 
raised over $120,000 through the generosity of our donors. It is our ambition to raise a lot more and to keep the scholarship 
running indefinitely.   

In establishing the scholarship, Gavin and the University had grand visions of how it might help individuals and the flow on 
effects to the community.  Four years on and four recipients later, we are increasingly delighted, as we get to know them well, 
that the Scholarship is, indeed, having a very positive impact on their lives and the lives of those around them. 

How is the Scholarship helping the recipients?

The financial peace of mind the Scholarship provides ($5,000 per year) is obvious – funding the purchase of computers, 
textbooks, transport, food and emergency money.  It has also assisted mature age recipients with the adjustment from full-
time work to studying and enabled other recipients to return home to remote communities and stay in close contact with 
loved ones.  For some, it has meant the difference between constantly struggling to feeling financially supported.

The emotional aspect is perhaps not so obvious.  The knowledge that they have been ‘chosen’, that people believe in them, 
have invested in them and are ‘barracking’ for them has inspired our recipients to believe in themselves all the more and raise 
their aspirations for the future.  It is a personal endorsement that they are on the right track and has encouraged them to 
continue with their studies despite the difficulties they may face along the way.  It has helped support them to do their best.

Does the Scholarship have a flow on benefit? 

Within the University environment, the recipients have become an inspiration to all students, but particularly Indigenous 
students.  They have encouraged others to apply for scholarships and prizes that they previously considered out of reach.

Beyond the University, many of the recipients have taken up community roles of responsibility or speaking engagements or 
see themselves as role models for their family, friends and peers. They are all passionate about the transformative power of 
education.  Through Gavin’s example, many of them hope to use their local ‘celebrity status’ to give back and improve the rate 
of Indigenous participation and success in education, particularly tertiary education. 

“Gavin’s determination and work ethic has been an inspiration to me.  I really admire the way he has used his 
celebrity in a positive way, to help others in the community.  I aspire to that.” Nathan Agius

Developing role models within educationally or financially disadvantaged regions and providing qualified professionals who 
have a great understanding and respect for the needs of the community can have a profound effect on the future of that 
region and its residents.  It can help to build communities that are more socially and economically sustainable; where all 
inhabitants can participate more fully in our society and share in its success. 

If you, like us, believe this to be true, then consider investing in the future of Australia’s Indigenous communities by supporting 
Indigenous role models and qualified professionals.  In so doing, you will change at least two lives – the recipient’s and your 
own… and potentially many more.  

Yours sincerely

 

Professor Peter Lee 
Deputy Vice Chancellor & Vice President: Academic

Experience. The Difference.

Your gift of $2 or more is tax-deductible. Be assured your details remain 
confidential as we do not supply information to any other organisation.  
Should you wish to be removed from our mailing list please contact us  
on 8302 0974 or 8302 0964 during office hours. 

Thank you for your generosity. A receipt will be sent to you shortly.

University of South Australia (Foundation) 
Reply Paid GPO Box 2471, Adelaide SA 5001 
Telephone: (08) 8302 0974 
Facsimile: (08) 8302 0970 
www.unisa.edu.au
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PATRICIA WARIA-READ “I am a real believer in education. I like to tell my 
story to the younger generation whenever I get the chance. They are quite 
amazed to meet a 50 year old grandmother who has just completed a degree. 
It is a real inspiration for them.” Patricia completed her Bachelor of Education 
(Adult, Vocational and Workplace Learning) at the end of 2008. She is 
currently starting up her own business, delivering Cultural Awareness Packages 
to government and educational institutions. In so doing, she hopes to give 
the wider community a greater perspective of her culture and the place of 
Indigenous Australians in our history and to create a working partnership with 
the wider community.

ANDREW BARKER “The Scholarship is definitely a talking point at work. 
Through word of mouth, it helps to inspire others to stick with their studies 
and follow their dreams.” Andrew is undertaking a Bachelor of Early 
Childhood Education part-time. He studies externally and at the same 
time works full-time and looks after his little boy. His dream is to become a 
registered teacher and perhaps one day teach in the Pitjantjatjara Lands or in 
other remote Indigenous communities.

AMANDA LYNCH “This Scholarship has helped me in ways that the donors 
may never understand and I thank them so much for that. It is a daily 
reassurance that I am on the right path and a reminder that I can do more.” 
Amanda is studying towards a Bachelor of Arts (Aboriginal Studies) / 
Bachelor of Social Work. She intends to graduate with honours in 2011 
and to then study a PhD in Indigenous Studies. She hopes to work for the 
Australian Government in the area of service delivery to rural and Indigenous 
communities and to eventually work for the United Nations. In addition to her 
studies, she is a Student Represenative for the David Unaipon College and has 
taken on a tutoring role with Families SA.

NATHAN AGIUS “If I can encourage just one other fella to go to University, 
my job is done. If I can encourage more than that, all the better!” 
Nathan is undertaking a Bachelor of Arts (Australian Studies)/Bachelor 
of Education (Middle and Secondary). He would like to be involved in 
encouraging more Indigenous Australians to participate in Tertiary Education 
- to make it less of a ‘foreign’ idea in Indigenous communities. As a Gavin 
Wanganeen Scholarship recipient, he has already begun speaking on the 
subject at various community events.

Meet the Gavin Wanganeen Indigenous Scholarship Recipients...

“When people care enough to help support young or old Indigenous Australians 
who are at the bottom of the ladder, to allow them to achieve their goals, it is 
like a personal reconciliation process for everyone involved. I am deeply grateful 
to the mob who helped support me. I cannot thank them enough.”

Patricia Waria-Read
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