
Social & Education Advancement: 
Perceptions of modern Indigenous culture in Australia 
What level of importance is placed on education to transform society and nurture Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander youth and children? Debate continues on how to increase educational opportunities, from early 
childhood learning through to parents’ support groups. This seminar will explore current research and discuss 
Indigenous experiences. It aims to improve community awareness through an update on Indigenous culture in 
modern society.

Presented by:
Professor Peter Buckskin - Dean & Head of School: Indigenous College of Education & Research, UniSA 
Mr Colin Weetra - Executive Director, Tauondi College

Guest speakers:
Mr Nathan Agius - Gavin Wanganeen Indigenous Scholarship recipient, UniSA
Mr Ross Sawers - External Relations and Environment Manager, OZ Minerals

Professor Peter Buckskin will present his research into the importance of education and establishing positive 
learning experiences through support in early childhood. Discussing some of the perceptions and mis-perceptions 
of Indigenous culture in modern society, Colin Weetra will highlight the need for greater understanding 
throughout our communities.
Current Gavin Wanganeen Indigenous Scholarship recipient, Nathan Agius, will join the seminar and share his 
experiences and the challenges faced in gaining a higher education qualification. Ross Sawers will provide an 
overview of the education initiatives initiated with the Antakarinja people at Prominent Hill, an OZ Minerals 
active mining site in the far north of South Australia.

WHEN:	    Friday 4th December 2009 from 2.00 pm – 4.00 pm
WHERE: 	   Allan Scott Auditorium, Hawke Building (Access is via the ground floor) 
	    UniSA City West Campus, North Terrace, Adelaide

If you would like to attend this FREE seminar please contact Libbi Langford at UniSA and you will be 
automatically added to the attendance list. No tickets will be issued. REGISTRATION IS ESSENTIAL.

Phone Hotline: 8302 0160 Email: libbi.langford@unisa.edu.au  www.unisa.edu.au/giving/news/

                                      
                                   Proudly supporting the Gavin Wanganeen Indigenous Scholarship

Social Networks and Living Options 
What is the importance of social networks? Are they just benefi cial or really necessary for well-being? Do we need 
company to enjoy a healthier lifestyle as we age? 

For many Australians, loneliness is a pressing social and health issue.  As Australia’s population ages, greater 
numbers of people 65 years and over will experience negative social, emotional and physical health problems 
associated with loneliness.

Join Dr Mandy Stanley for an insight into the perceptions and understandings of loneliness amongst older people 
and service providers.  The importance of social networks and managing loneliness will be discussed. Dr Stanley 
will also talk about her research fi ndings to date, and potential solutions to assist the increasing numbers of older 
Australians to manage loneliness in their everyday lives.

Two local community focused organisations will provide presentations with suggestions on how to improve well-
being. Debra Petrys, from COTA (Council on the Ageing), will discuss upcoming events that celebrate the wisdom 
of “ageing positively”. Bob Barnard, from Active Ageing Australia, will then share ways to infl uence health and 
functional abilities as we age. Both organisations will provide an overview of the programs and services available.

Presented By:

Dr Mandy Stanley PhD 
Senior Lecturer, School of Health Science, University of South Australia, author of “Older people’s 
perceptions and understandings of well-being: A grounded theory”.

Guest Speaker – Debra Petrys 
Program Manager, COTA SA.  
COTA Seniors Connect (a division of COTA Seniors Voice) offers a diverse range of programs which aim to 
support individuals, government and community organisations. 

Guest Speaker – Bob Barnard  
President of the Board of Active Ageing Australia and Chief Exercise Physiologist at the Centre for Physical 
Activity in Ageing (CPAA).  
Active Ageing Australia® is committed to the philosophy of active ageing and to taking action to increase 
the participation in recreational and physical activity of people as they age.

Friday 3rd October 2008 
2.00 pm – 4.00 pm
BH2-09 – Barbara Hanrahan Building – City West Campus – University of South Australia
Access is via the ground fl oor of the Barbara Hanrahan building.

If you would like to attend this FREE seminar please contact Libbi Langford – UniSA and 
you will be automatically added to the attendance list.  No tickets will be issued.

Phone Hotline: 8302 0160
or
Email libbi.langford@unisa.edu.au
www.unisa.edu.au/giving/news/successfulageing/

Successful Ageing 
                                       in Australia

Experience. The Difference.
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