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Abstract 

Using Focault’s early radio address ‘Utopian body’ as a starting point, this paper examines 

the role of sensorium in the production, circulation and legitimisation of knowledge, 

especially as it pertains to an understanding of a transparent operation of senses. Using 

targeting as an example of the ways in which the senses combine with transitive grammar to 

reinforce specific notions of the subject and subjectivity, the article offers a variety of visual 

texts and grammatical examples (namely the middle voice) to consider the ways in which 

Foucault’s writings in The birth of the clinic and ‘Utopian body’ both subvert common-sense 

understandings of transitivity, the subject, the body and the senses (again through targeting) 

and reinforce them. The article includes a brief foray into teletechnologies and urban attacks. 
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