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Guidelines for applications 
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]For the first time, the Division Research Management Committee has allocated a portion of its budget, funded through the Division Research Performance Fund, for the provision of a second round of research development grants. The use of Division Research Performance Funds is targeted to a number of strategies, including: 
· increasing the number of competitive Category 1 grants,
· providing support for Early Career Researchers, and
· supporting research-active new appointees
Again, funding will be available in 2 streams: please note that eligibility criteria vary in each stream. This year, applications proposing education research projects will be considered for funding. Such applications must meet the eligibility criteria of a given stream (see below).

Application streams
Pre‐competitive 
· This stream aims to provide support to those applicants in the earlier stages of their research career and who are developing a competitive track record which will assist them in making successful category 1 grant applications.  
· Applicants may already hold externally funded competitive grant funding or fellowships. 
Research Development 
· This stream aims to support research active applicants who are new to the University and who are seeking seed funding to assist them in developing their research at UniSA. 

Eligibility
The following conditions apply to all applicants irrespective of the stream in which an application is submitted 
· Applicants must be employees of the University of South Australia, employed at a minimum time fraction of 0.5 FTE. 
· Applications will be accepted from fixed‐term employees with contract duration of at least 12 months at the time of the application closing date. 
· Applications will not be accepted from students or staff currently enrolled in a research degree program at the University of South Australia. 
· Applicants may submit one application only: applicants must identify in which stream they wish their application to be considered.
· Unsuccessful applicants from the first round are eligible to submit their revised application. 

Additional stream‐specific eligibility conditions
Pre‐competitive stream  
· Applicants must be no more than 5 years post‐doctorate. 
· Applicants will be required to provide evidence of a developing track record in their field of research. 
· Applicants who are receiving UniSA fellowship support from the Deputy Vice Chancellor (Research & Innovation) will need to show cause as to why this additional source of funding is required. 
· Applicants who wish to have additional support and advice from a mentor are encouraged to discuss this with the Dean of Research and Research Education: Associate Professor Pat Buckley or the Director of the Sansom Institute: Professor Kerin O’Dea to help identify a suitable mentor.
Research Development stream 
· Applicants must have commenced their employment at the University of South Australia no longer than 2 years prior to the application closing date. 
· Applicants must not hold (or have previously held) any external competitive funding in the area of the proposed research project (to be verified by FoR classification codes). 

Funding 
· The maximum amount available for any one grant is $15,000.
· Funds will be allocated on a competitive basis in accordance with the Assessment Criteria. 
· Funding is provided for 12 months from the date of the letter informing an applicant of their success. 
· Should the project be incomplete at the end of 12‐month period, applicants will be required to submit a progress report including a revised estimated completion date for the project. 
· A final report will be submitted at the completion of the project.  Applicants will be required to demonstrate achievement of the research aims and to report on the research outputs of the project. 

Applications
· The closing date for applications is 5pm, Monday 10th October 2011.  
· Late applications will not be accepted. Applications must be submitted on the designated Application Form with all sections completed and any additional pages as required (see Instructions for Applicants) attached.  
· The application form and additional pages should be formatted as a .pdf document and submitted electronically to the Division Research Coordinator kate.l.fitzpatrick@unisa.edu.au Applicants will have a further 24 hours from the application closing date to submit one original completed certification page to the Division Research Coordinator. 

Assessment
· Applications will be assessed by a subcommittee of the Division Research Management Committee (“the Grants Subcommittee”), chaired by the Dean Research & Research Education (or nominee). 
· Applications will be assessed on the following criteria: 
· Significance and feasibility of the proposed research. 
· Quality of the projected outputs of the project. 
· Alignment of the proposed research with the Division and University research priorities. 
· The likelihood that project outputs will be able to be leveraged into an application for an Australian competitive grant (for pre-competitive stream). 
· Clarity of proposal, for a broad based selection panel.

Notification of outcomes 
· All applicants will be notified in writing of the outcome of their application. 
· Feedback can be obtained by contacting the Division Research Coordinator once the outcomes of the applications are known. 
 
The closing date for applications is 5pm, Monday 10th of October 2011. 
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