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The Visiting Academic Visa is for professional academics to visit Australia on a temporary basis, to observe or participate in an Australian research project at an Australian tertiary or research institution.

Applicants must be sponsored and nominated by an Australian tertiary or research institution for this visa.

The subclass 419 visa allows visa holders to:
· Observe or participate in an established research project for up to 1 year.
· Teach or guest lecture on an informal basis (provided it is not the main purpose of their stay, not part of a course syllabus and remains incidental to their research).
· Receive a contribution towards living expenses from the Australian sponsoring institution.
· Bring eligible spouse/partner or dependent children (under 18 years of age) to Australia with them.  Note:  Eligible accompanying dependent family members can work and study in Australia. 

The subclass 419 visa does not allow visa holders to:
· Receive any form of payment (for example salary, wage or scholarship) from the inviting Australian institution other than an allowance towards living expenses in Australia and travel costs.
· Lecture or teach on a regular basis or as part of a course syllabus.
· Work in an occupation other than the one cited on the most recent nomination.
· Engage in work for another organisation other than the one who nominated them.

Is the Visiting Academic Visa for PhD students?
This visa is not appropriate for PhD students who want to undertake research in Australia that is credited towards an award or qualification in their home country.  It is also not an appropriate visa for recent PhD graduates who are not currently employed as professional academics or researchers and cannot demonstrate experience as such.   For students seeking to undertake research in Australia refer to the Occupational Trainee Visa (Subclass 442) http://www.immi.gov.au/students/sponsored/otv/.  The Central HR Unit can assist you with this sponsored visa.  Please contact Linda Burlison on ext 22925 or email visa@unisa.edu.au

What is the appropriate visa for academics teaching and/or lecturing in Australia who will be receiving remuneration from the Australian institution?
The appropriate visa is a Temporary Business Long Stay (Subclass 457) http://www.immi.gov.au/skilled/skilled-workers/sbs/.  The Central HR Unit can assist you with this sponsored visa.  Please contact Linda Burlison on ext 22925 or email visa@unisa.edu.au

The visiting academic will be in Australia for less than 6 weeks.  Is there another visa they can apply for?
If the activity is:
· Guest lecturing for less than 6 weeks
· Observing or participating in research for less than 6 weeks
· Seeking research opportunities in Australia ie Post Graduate or Post Doctoral students wanting to explore research opportunities in Australia
· Attending or presenting at a conference






The appropriate visas are Short Stay Business Visitor (SSBV) visa which include:

· Business Short Stay (Subclass 456)
 http://www.immi.gov.au/skilled/business/456/
· eVisitor (Business Stream) (Subclass 651) http://www.immi.gov.au/visitors/tourist/evisitor/
· ETA (Business Entrant – Short Validity) (Subclass 977) http://www.immi.gov.au/skilled/business/956-977/
· ETA (Business Entrant – Long Validity) (Subclass 977) http://www.immi.gov.au/skilled/business/956-977/

Visiting Academic Visa (Subclass 419)

The Visiting Academic Visa has three steps, each coordinated by the Central HR Unit:

1. The University applies to become a recognised sponsor of the 419 visa subclass.  Sponsorship is valid for three years.
2. The University lodges a nomination application with the Department of Immigration and Citizenship (DIAC). The nomination is valid for 12 months. DIAC processing time is 4 – 6 weeks.
3. Once the nomination is approved the applicant may then complete and lodge their visa application.  If the applicant is outside of Australia, the application must be lodged in person at the nearest Australian High Commission, Embassy or Consulate http://www.immi.gov.au/contacts/overseas/
If the applicant is lodging their application within Australia you must mail it to:
Department of Immigration and Citizenship
Hobart Office
GPO Box 794
HOBART    TAS    7001
The visa period is for the period of stay covered in the invitation or for a maximum of 12 months. DIAC processing time is 6 – 10 weeks.

To proceed with Step 2 – Lodging a Nomination Application the nomination form must be completed and relevant documentation emailed to visa@unisa.edu.au as listed below:

[bookmark: Check1]|_|	Nomination Form (refer page 3)

[bookmark: Check2]|_|	Letter of Invitation (please refer to the example provided on page 2)

[bookmark: Check3]|_|	Research Project Description

[bookmark: Check4]|_|	Copy of the visa applicant’s Curriculum Vitae (CV) and relevant qualifications

[bookmark: Check5]|_|	List of published papers in recognized journals or similar (if not included in CV)

[bookmark: Check6]|_|	Certified copies of the page from passports showing the photo and details for all nominated people included on the application

[bookmark: Check7]|_|	Letter from the applicant’s home institution stating that they are in support of the sabbatical and if they are continuing to pay the applicant’s salary this should also be included in the letter stating the salary amount per month in AUD

[bookmark: Check9]|_|	Cost Centre Code for the Nomination Application Fee $165.00  


Please note:	All documents not in English must be accompanied by a certified English translation of the original.  

Certified copies of documents means copies authorised or stamped as being true copies of originals by a person or agency recognised by the law of your country.  


Letter of Invitation

The Letter of Invitation for Visiting Academics Package is located at https://teamsites.unisa.edu.au/iee/ieo/sg/rciasg/Lists/VRSS/DispForm.aspx?ID=2&Source=https%3A%2F%2Fteamsites%2Eunisa%2Eedu%2Eau%2Fiee%2Fieo%2Fsg%2Frciasg%2FLists%2FVRSS%2FPublic%2520View%2Easpx


The letter of invitation must be forwarded to Mich Fiorillo, Unit Executive Officer who will arrange for Ruth Blenkiron, Director: Human Resources to sign.  Mich will then return the signed letter of invitation to you.  







Nomination Form for Visiting Academic Visa


Please complete the following form in its entirety to assist Central HR with completing the nomination application.  If you have any questions contact Linda Burlison on Ext 22925 or email visa@unisa.edu.au.  Please allow up to two weeks for Central HR to collate and prepare the nomination application.

1. Please explain how this nomination will benefit Australia by highlighting in bold one or more of the following:    
a. Meeting a critical skill shortage 
b. Employment and training opportunities for Australian citizens or permanent residents
c. Expansion of local business and export activity
d. Improvement of business links with international markets
e. Introduction and transfer of new skills and technology
f. Competitiveness within the sectors of the Australian economy
g. Promotion of cultural enrichment
h. Advancement of international goodwill/capacity building

In a few sentences, detail how the above selection/s will benefit Australia:






2. Please provide the following details about the training position 
			 			
The dates for the proposed visit
	


The location of the visit (eg Campus) 



Number of hours per week for the research project




3. Describe in a couple of sentences the research project to be undertaken:

Responsibility of the primary person






Main duties of the primary person






Qualifications required by the primary person




Essential skills required by the primary person




If applicable, minimum employment experience required by the primary person




If applicable, registration/licensing/professional membership required by the primary person





4. In brief provide details of the Australian research project.






5. What is the official title currently held or last held by the primary person?



6. Is the primary person currently employed at an overseas research institution?	
YES   /   NO

If yes, name of the research institute where the primary person is employed 



	
What is the nature of the research currently being undertaken by the primary person in
their home research institute?






If no, name of research institute where person was employed


	Commencement Date:


	End Date:


	Job Title:



Does the person have a significant record of achievement in their field?
YES    /   NO



7. What is the primary person’s gross salary per month in AUD (excluding any payment for allowances such as superannuation, accommodation, meals etc)?






8. Will the primary person receive a scholarship or similar payment?    YES  /  NO
If yes, who is responsible for paying this and the amount? 






9. Please provide the following personal details for the primary person:

Family Name:	
Given Names:  
Male/Female:	
Date of Birth:	
Town/City of Birth:	
Country of Birth:	
Current Residential Address:	
Passport Number:	
Present Country of Citizenship:	
Phone Contact Number:	
Email Address:	

10. Will the primary person be accompanied by a secondary person/s?     YES   /   NO
If Yes, please provide the following personal details for the secondary person:
Family Name: 	
Given Names:	
Male/Female:	
Date of Birth:	
Country of Birth:	
Relationship to Primary Person:	
Passport Number:	
Present Country of Citizenship:	

If there are additional persons, copy the above details required
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