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From Blueprint to Landmark — The Sir Eric Neal Library building
In 2000 the University of South Australia announced a bold plan to revitalise facilities for staff and students. In addition to major capital works, the plan included a strategic reshaping of program offerings at five of the University’s campuses.

The capital works program was dubbed Blueprint 2005 and became a core part of the University’s evolution as a modern and diverse institution, providing high quality education for students at home and abroad.

Today the $100 million investment in that blueprint has delivered landmark buildings at UniSA’s two city campuses and in the north at Mawson Lakes campus.

Architects
Thomson Rossi Architects.
Builders

Badge Constructions Pty Ltd.
Opening

The Sir Eric Neal Library building was opened by Sir Eric Neal on Monday 2 May 2005.

Sir Eric Neal

Sir Eric Neal was born in London in 1924. He studied engineering at the SA School of Mines, an antecedent institution of UniSA, and later became a Fellow of the Institution of Engineers Australia. Sir Eric made significant contributions to Australian business and society. He served as Chief Executive Officer of Boral from 1973 to 1987 and held a number of directorships, including John Fairfax Ltd, BHP, Coca-Cola Amatil, and AMP. He also served as Chairperson of Westpac, Metal Manufacturers and Atlas Copco (Australia). Sir Eric was Chief Commissioner of the City of Sydney from 1987 to 1988, the first National President of the Australian Institute of Company Directors from 1990 to 1992 and was appointed Governor of South Australia in 1996, the first businessman to be appointed to the vice-regal office.

His contributions to business have received many acknowledgements including a knighthood in 1982, an appointment as a Companion in the Order of Australia in 1988, an Honorary Doctorate in Engineering by the University of Sydney in 1989, and the United States Department of Defense Medal for distinguished public service in 1992. Sir Eric was awarded an honorary doctorate from UniSA in October 1996 in recognition of his distinction in the public service. The University later established the Sir Eric Neal collection in the library at Mawson Lakes which bears his name. 
Facts about the project

Costing $9.2 million, the extension to the Sir Eric Neal Library involved the construction of a new building that is linked via an atrium to the existing building. All central services for the Library are accommodated in the new extension including Information Resource Management, Administration, Information Technology and the Flexible Information service. A total of eighty staff and 160,000 books and journals are currently housed in the library with study and casual seating available for 250 people.
Construction

· Construction required 650 cubic metres of concrete to be poured
· More than 150 people have been employed on the project
· About 20 local manufacturers have supplied materials for the project
· About 2.6km of computer cabling has been used
Environment and innovation

Environmentally sustainable development initiatives within the expansion include a grey water system for toilet facilities and the use of materials with low embodied energies.
What’s new
· There are some 2,500sqm of new floor space that will house the library’s collection of books and journals
· Relocation of the entrance to face the courtyard has increased the prominence of the Library and Learning Connection and completes the academic quadrangle

· John Dowie sculptures in the foyer and the atrium provide an impressive link between the extension and original building 

· Inclusion of Learning Connection in the building brings together two of the services most used by students

· Attractive mezzanine lounge area with adjacent food and drink vending services

· Increase in floor space in the original building available for books and journals
· 10 additional study rooms for small groups

· 15 seat computer pool which is also used by the Library and Learning Connection for training

· Additional computers provided for student use

· Researchers’ Centre for higher degree students

· Library Information Technology Services staff now located in the one building

· State of the art self borrowing units for clients

· Large meeting / seminar room with kitchenette

· Mail delivery area adjacent to equipment and stationery storage





