
 

Course Name Statutory Responsibility in Social Work 
Course ID 11004 
Area & Cat No. WELF 4008 
Units 4.5 Career UG  BUGE No 
School SWP Campus(es) Magill, Whyalla FOE 090501 
Components Lecture, Tutorial Mode Internal/External/ Online Final Exam No 
Syllabus Plus Yes 
 

Prerequisite(s)   
All third Year Courses  
 

Aim  
To critically analyse contemporary issues as they relate to social work practice with statutory 
responsibility. 
 

On completion of this course students should be able to:  
• analyse the social, legal, political and organisational context of social work practice with statutory 

responsibility   
• identify and explain the challenges in attempting to reconcile statutory obligations, requirements 

and constraints with the ethics, values and knowledge base of social work, including implications 
for disadvantaged groups in Australian society  

• identify the legislative and administrative base of policy and practice in statutory agencies and 
analyse this in terms of its impact on clients and the community 

• demonstrate an understanding  of theories for effective intervention in statutory social work 
• demonstrate an understanding of the skills required of social workers in the preparation and 

presentation of evidence. 
 

By undertaking this course, students will progress in the development of the following qualities: 
 
Graduate  
quality 

1 
Body of 

knowledge 

2 
Lifelong 
learning 

3 
Effective problem 

solving 

4 
Work alone 
and in teams 

5 
Ethical 
action 

6 
Communicate 

effectively 

7 
International 
perspective 

Indicative unit 
weighting 2.0 0.5 1.0 - 1.0 - -
 

Syllabus 
History of social work practice in statutory settings; contemporary issues in social work with statutory 
responsibility; reconciliation of statutory obligations with professional aims and values; the impact of the 
legislative and administrative base of policy and practice; innovative and culturally appropriate practice: 
preparation and presentation of evidence; the impact of social work with statutory responsibility on both clients 
and the profession. 
 

Teaching and learning arrangements –  
Magill:  This course will be delivered by internal mode using weekly (13 weeks) workshops 
Whyalla:  Flexible delivery: use of text, readings and a study guide explaining the course material and its 
requirements. 
Lecture (1 x 2 hour) to give an outline of the material to be covered plus workshops (4 x 3 hour) to support the 
integration of theory and practice (attendance at lecture and workshops not compulsory).  
 

Assessment  
Online log                                                                                                                          15% 
Presentation/Paper (2000 words) 40% 
Paper (2500 words) 45% 

 

Textbook(s) 
A book of readings will be available. 
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