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Abstract


This review considers the research on the executive functions to date and identifies the conceptual and methodological problems which have hindered its progress. The lack of a clear conceptualisation of executive functions is identified through an analysis and critique of existing models. Measurement issues regarding construct validity, task impurity and ecological validity which have undermined research in the area to date are examined and linked to strategies for future research. Strategies include the use of a theoretical model to guide test selection and standardise terminology, capturing the ‘pure’ executive constructs through the use of multiple measures and latent variable analysis and devising and selecting tests high in ecological validity.

