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Abstract

Although fear of crime is a construct which appears relevant to some of the basic ideas in psychology, particularly social psychology, the application of psychological based research to fear of crime is still in its preliminary stages. The purpose of this review is to summarize and integrate the contribution psychological research has made thus far in addressing key gaps and inconsistencies which hamper the understanding of fear of crime. It is argued that a psychological perspective, both theoretical and empirical, has the potential to provide greater insight into the fear of crime phenomenon in terms of its conceptualisation, measurement and explanation, and can usefully inform cross-disciplinary research in this area. 

