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Abstract
The literature on the psychological pathways of the antecedents to entry into the criminal justice and custodial systems for Indigenous Australians were examined. Significant gaps in knowledge relating to these pathways are identified, and pathways are proposed. The forced removal of Indigenous children from their families and communities has caused disruption to Indigenous cultures, societies and families, affecting the psychosocial functioning of the individuals removed as well as the following generations. The traumas suffered by many Indigenous people have led to intergenerational cycles of alcohol used to self-medicate the emotional pain associated with trauma, grief and loss, and the use of violence to ventilate anger and aggression, leading to entry into these systems. 

