Mixed-species exhibits: The need for research and an empirical study of the Orangutans (Pongo pygmaeus abelii) and Siamangs (Hylobates syndactylus) at Adelaide Zoo.

Author: Elissa Pearson

Abstract

The purpose of the present review is to highlight the paucity of empirical research in the area of mixed-species zoo exhibits despite rapid growth in prevalence in the past several decades. Mixed-species exhibits have been proposed as a type of enrichment and this paper argues that while intuitively this argument makes sense, it requires systematic scientific investigation to validate this claim. In drawing together the current state of knowledge the paper collates knowledge from two previous reviews, published reports from keepers, and the few empirical studies that exist at present. In doing so it is possible to begin identifying some key factors that may be important in the success of mixed-species exhibits that will help to inform future zoo practices. These proposed factors include exhibit size, the presence of segregated areas for smaller species, different preferences between species for vertical space or climatic conditions, the general temperament of the species, species from a similar geographic location, the composition and stability of the group, and also the individual personalities of the animals involved. Further research is necessary to confirm or refute the proposed factors and to develop knowledge that can guide institutions on suitable species combinations, exhibit sizes, means of introduction, and practices to reduce the likelihood of aggression or injury.
