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Presentation of Gavin Walkley for tuc degree of Doctor of the University (DUiv)

"Deputy Chancellor,

Gavin Walldey entered St Mark's College of the University of Adetaide in 1930, 10
study for what was then the ouly avaﬂabie degree in Architecture in this state:
Rachelor of Engincering (A i;lntecmre). '

He wag brticled to Louis Layboume Smith, founder of the schiool in the
Umvermty of South Australis that sow beats His name, and parmer in the firm which
continues a5 Woods Bagot. ' o ' S

Comptmg tiig undergraduate studies, and 25 an associate of the Royat -
Augtration Institute of Architects and the Royal Institute of British Architects, Gavin
Walkloy left Austiafia to enter Clare Coliege, Oxford in 1935, There, be received the
degrec of Bachelor of Atrs (Architecture) in 1938,

T’h&f‘aﬁdumg'j*ear he received his M Litt, and he completed his M. A afier he
cnlisted in (i Royal Austratian Engitieers in 1940, achieveing the rank of Major.
Although for many years atter that 2 practmtmer Gavin Walkley was probably the first
“academic* architect in Nouth Ausiralia

- After World War U, back it Adelaide from service in. the Middle East and New
Guum, he jotned the South Australian Housing Trust as Planning Officer.

He was also appointed as a part time lecturer in the School of Architecture at
the South Australian School of Migs. o '

His interest jn Town Pianning and Landcape Design led Bim to undertake a
distance education course in Planting aud he was admitted o the Royal Town
Planning institute (U K) at the end of the forties, Avound that time, he deveicaecl
Australia’s first Plannmg course, opened to students in February 1948,



Thréé years 1ater Gavm Waﬂdey was appomred 16 succeed his mento
Layboume Srmth as Head of the School of Architecture. He continued ju that position
umll Ens retlrement in lulv 1976 | _ o |

Durmg his quarter of 5 cenmrv mcumbency Ga'vm Walk?e_y SaW piany changes
n ihe School ﬂla Sch001 of Mines became fhe Instityte of Technology; undergraduate
and techmclans c:oursas in buﬂdtng techﬂnxogy and town pl&nnmg were added the
pmﬁie oi" the smdcnt po;)u_anon chané.fd ﬁ'om mcstl} part tum: to mOSﬂy ﬁlﬁ time,

| NOW ihﬂ Louis Lavhourne "Tumth School of A.rc}mb'uture is part of the
Umvermy of South At.st.rah& and the man who s’cccred it lhmugh many ot Ihose
changes is bemg Homured by th? wider 4caderma commumLy .

Ifis name is commemnratcd in the School by the Gavin Waﬂdey coﬂcctxon of
rare Eooks most of the'n in fﬁe dxsczplzne 0f a.rchxteutuml mStory in wknch his mam
teachma interest Iay

It must be sta‘red that Gax,m Wﬁl‘-.lsy 5 wnmbuuon t0 Australia has not been

Iimited o fhe sphere nf‘ temmy eaucaton_

He ha,s always been active in prcvfﬂ‘ssmudl cu'cles, serving as Chapter and
F ederm Pres_dent ofthe Royal Austmhan Iu:»ulute of Archftects (of which he was
made a L;fe \/Iembe:t) and presx.dcat of‘ thr.: Roval Austrahan PIannmg Institute. | _

m 1965 he worked for the cstabhahment of the Anstraﬁan Imutute of Urban
Studies; 11‘. was maugurared in 196; and in the rollomng year Gavin Wa]ldey Becanie its
first Director  Also in that year, he was awarded the (, B E far hzs portant
centnbutmns 1o professmnal cduwuon in Austraha _

‘i:mce his reb:emcnt hy has also been \rery active i in the aﬁ%um of the Natm:za]
qut of Soutn Augtralia _ _ o .

Deputy Chanceellor, ¥ havc the honcur to present Gavm Walkley for the degree
of T)m‘;tor of the Umve:rsuy " |

Actolade written by Dongid Langmead Co
Head, Lowis Laybourme Smith Schoo! of Architectype
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