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‘Unsurpassed in the scope of its coverage, this book explores like no other the roles of policy entrepreneurs 
and the causes of policy change across diverse political systems ranging from the developing world to 
the largest western democracies. The studies show how entrepreneurs work with outside donors, take 
advantage of windows of political opportunity, create those windows, and push the policy process in the 
direction they hope. They also show the limits to these strategies, and strategies that tend to fail. The book 
dramatically advances our understanding not only of change and stability in water policy, but of the 
policy process more generally.’

– Frank R. Baumgartner, University of North Carolina, US

‘This book is a theoretically and empirically grounded analysis of one of the world’s most pressing 
problems: the management of water resources. The editors have assembled a remarkable collection of 
authors with a truly global outlook and an excellent grasp of contemporary water issues as well modern 
theories of public policy and decision-making. The volume also demonstrates excellent applications of 
policy theory to current and pressing matters. It is a must-read for students and practitioners in water 
resources and will be influential to water policy and in environmental resource management and policy for years to come.’

– Thomas A. Birkland, North Carolina State University, US

‘This volume is a major achievement. It advances our knowledge of stability and change in water policy through case studies from around 
the world. Its focus on “transitions” – instances of really major shifts in policy – is particularly welcome at a time when challenges such as 
climate change force water policy makers to reconsider the very foundations of their regulatory frameworks and infrastructural policies. 
The volume goes beyond water policy, however. It makes a major contribution to the study of policy dynamics in general by offering an 
empirically-grounded comparative analysis of policy entrepreneurs as change agents in policy networks. There has been much loose talk 
about policy entrepreneurs in the fields of public administration and public policy, but a dearth of empirical work underpinning the various 
claims made. This volume goes a long way towards filling that gap. Highly recommended – for water experts and policy scientists alike.’

– Paul ’t Hart, Australian National University, Australia and Utrecht University, The Netherlands

This major volume focuses on the role of policy entrepreneurs in global water management. Adopting an international 
comparative perspective, the authors explore water policy change in fifteen countries and reveal the strategies employed by 
entrepreneurs to facilitate improvements in policy.
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